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FREQUENTLY USED ABBREVIATIONS 
SASL – South African Sign Language
DBE – Department of Basic Education
CAPS – Curriculum assessment and policy statements 
SASL-HL CAPS – South African Sign Language Home Language 
subject curriculum
SLED – Sign Language Education and Development (NPO)
LTSM – learning and teaching support materials

NAC – National Arts Council
OTHER
Foundation Phase refers to Grades R, 1, 2 and 3.
Intermediate Phase refers to Grades 4, 5 and 6. 
Term – the school year is divided into four terms of similar duration. 
A “bridging” Grade (i.e. Grade 9 bridging and Grade 10 bridging) 
is a transitional arrangement for learners who have not done SASL 
as a subject before.
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Developing South African Sign Language (SASL) “CAPS” home language curriculum 
learning and teaching support materials.

The year under review was an exciting year in terms of educational materials development for the SASL 
CAPS (Curriculum and Assessment Policy Statements). Work done in 2016-17 came to fruition as the new 
Grade 4 and “Bridge-to-FET” SASL CAPS KITS arrived in schools in several provinces, and in 2017 the full 
range of materials for Grade 5 SASL was developed.

SLED education materials development work is very creative in several respects. There is an intensive time 
in which team members support each other in creating SASL poetry, stories and information texts, 
appropriate to the age group and requirements of the curriculum. The creative process also has a life of its 
own. Several pieces have emerged unexpectedly. For example, where someone working on a non-fiction 
SASL text became so inspired that they created a poem on the topic, or where a poem planned for young 
children took a serious twist to become more suitable for older youth.

All SLED SASL literature is 100% original 
work. The works are contextual, African, and 
represent Deaf children of all South African 
demographics as heroes and protagonists. 
The works are grounded in the rich and varied 
experience of Deaf South Africans. The SASL 
videos are created and presented in vibrant 
and rich SASL by highly skilled users of the 
language. Materials for the SASL curriculum 
are never translated from another language 
(spoken or signed), but is developed from 
the outset IN SASL. Some pieces emerge from the folklore and biographical experiences of Deaf South 
Africans, and in turn many poems and stories become part of the lore and experiences of the new 
generation of Deaf children. Illustrations are original work by SLED Deaf artist Abram Moyaha. He gives 
vibrant visual perspectives on, and expression to, black Deaf experience.

Creating the lessons for the teaching guide requires both imaginative work and detailed methodological 
skills, to make sure that teachers have the resources to teach in a way that leads to understanding, critical 
engagement, and developing learners’ potential.

Literature is especially important in education, in that it gives the children/youth the opportunity to reflect 
on and communicate about their own experiences and emotions. They are given insight into the lives of 
people who are like them and unlike them. Young people gain access to broader understanding of life 
through literature.

Doing filmed SASL interviews with well-known Deaf people is also very rewarding, as we get to know 
Deaf leaders and are inspired by them. The Grade 5 KIT includes an interview with Braam Jordaan (South 
African filmmaker, animator, and activist, and international advocate for sign 
language and Deaf human rights).

Sometimes developing information texts is as much fun as creating stories. 
Examples include:

• The model Deaf advertisement for a mobile solar charger with Abram 
Moyaha in the role of a very enthusiastic guy advertising the solar charger.

• The instruction piece on how to make plastic bag bracelets, researched 
by Ayanda Ntukwana. 

• And Abram Moyaha’s step by step process for making clay lizards. 
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SLED signed texts, whether fiction or non-fiction, capture the warm creative approach of the team, and the 
unwavering focus on Deaf children’s education.

The SLED SASL CAPS KITS for Grade 5 include our most comprehensive teaching guide to date with 
the learner workbook for the year. There are 25 SASL DVDs, one poster “How to prepare a signed text: 
checklist” and two sets of literature teaching flash cards: SASL Poetry Analysis Flashcards (21 card set) 
and SASL Story Analysis Flashcards (12 card set).

Fiction in the Grade 5 SASL CAPS KIT:

Boy and Bow SASL longer story Running Brothers SASL story

Zoliswa Flekisi Abram Moyaha

Missing Home SASL poem Caught in the rain SASL story

Zoliswa Flekisi Ayanda Ntukwana

Sunflower SASL poem Payback SASL story

Modiegi Moime Modiegi Moime

Sandwich SASL poem We all can! SASL story

Abram Moyaha Abram Moyaha

A major film shoot for Grade 5 was completed from 9 to 13 October 2017. SLED implemented a new way 
of preparing for the film shoot using very intensive peer reviews of drafts. This worked well and reduced 
time on the film shoot.
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The SLED facilitators’ experiences 
training in schools at classroom 
level contributed valuable insights 
towards designing the Grade 5 SASL 
CAPS KITS.

On the technical and practical side 
SLED staff organise all printing, 
containers, packing and dispatch 
in-house. In 2017 SLED dispatched 
a large order to Mpumalanga 

Province. All SLED DVDs, books and educational posters have ISBN numbers (International Standard 
Book Numbers). Copies of all of these works were submitted to the National Library of South Africa as per 
required legal deposit in 2017.
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Training Deaf and hearing SASL teachers and teaching assistants in South African 
Sign Language literature and in teaching the literature

Historically in South Africa there has been very little study of SASL literature. The SASL curriculum rolled 
out in 2015 puts literature at the centre of the language curriculum. In this way the curriculum is similar to 
South African spoken language curricula such as the English Home Language CAPS.

As SLED we had been developing and publishing original SASL poetry and stories since 2001. Soon after 
the launch of the SASL curriculum in January 2015, it became apparent that SLED possessed specialist 
expertise in SASL literature and in how to teach SASL literature.

Building on experience, by 2017 SLED had developed a training model where SASL teachers and teaching 
assistants first have the opportunity to experience intensive learning about the poem/story themselves, 
before learning important aspects of the teaching methodology.

With the support of generous funders and the foresight of some of the provincial departments of 
education, transformative SASL literature teacher training workshops were held in the Freestate, Eastern 
Cape, KZN and Gauteng in the year under review.

SLED 2017 South African Sign Language Teachers – resources and  
classroom based training for the SASL school curriculum (SASL CAPS)

This project ran from February to November 2017.

Intensive classroom based training was held for altogether 34 teaching staff working with over 600 Deaf 
learners: Training took place as follows: 

• 31 July to 2 August – St Martin de Porres School (Port Shepstone, KZN) 
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• 14 to 18 August – Sizwile (Soweto, Gauteng) 

• 23 to 26 October 2017 – Sive School (Cedarville, Eastern Cape) 

Training in the year under review was at a more intensive level with regard to classroom practice and 
methodology. The course and course materials SLED developed for this training comprised 14 full lessons 
with all the needed resources. The SLED teaching team prepared themselves well for taking the workshops 
to a new level.

The truly exciting outcome of this year’s work was that classroom impact is becoming more noticeable, 
especially where the Deaf teacher and/or teaching assistant has mastered and has internalised the skills. 
Teachers report that there are signs of significant changes which include learner’s ability to form and 
express opinions in the first language SASL.

It is this sequence of transformation – Deaf teachers/teaching assistants working with effective 
methodologies, resulting in vitality and cognitive engagement by learners, that is emerging as a core focus 
of SLED’s partnership with schools with the aim of bringing about substantial and sustainable change in 
Deaf educational situations.

In the filmed evaluation interviews, hearing and Deaf participants reflected on the transformation they have 
experienced themselves. They did not only gain in terms of understanding the importance of planning, but 
also experienced the opportunity to do guided step by step planning to meet the curriculum outcomes 
with their students. However, each participant expressed the need for more comprehensive training and 
mentoring, so as to make the leap to implementing every aspect of the South African Sign Language home 
language curriculum to achieve full grade level competence for each learner in their classes.
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From the Workshop Evaluation videos:

“SLED is paving the way, nurturing the baby that is SASL CAPS”

“SLED is really living the implementing of team work.”

“You know how to empower people. We are not embarrassed, 
because you know how to approach people.”

Professional filming of demonstration lessons at Sizwile School, Soweto.

The workshops were preceded by professionally filmed classroom based demonstration lessons taught by 
Deaf SLED facilitators at Sizwile School. There are films for 4 different Grades. Each lesson was filmed from 
the planning stage to the review stage.

In each film the facilitator explains her or his planning process, and shows the completed lesson plan and 
resources. They show how the lesson is based on the CAPS (curriculum) documents, and how to access 
and use the curriculum during preparation. Then the live lesson at Sizwile School is shown. Lastly the 
facilitator does a critical review of every aspect of the lesson, and explains how future lessons would build 
on this lesson and deal with challenges faced.

These stand-alone demonstration films are about 1 hour in duration each, and have been a very valuable 
resource in all subsequent teacher training.

Post workshop support for teachers and teaching assistants

The SLED team provided follow up support interaction via webcam to teachers and teaching assistants 
from the three partner schools, and to other teachers who contacted SLED for support. SLED internet 
connectivity was upgraded to keep pace with this. SLED also provided webcam support to the teachers 
in November 2017 during end of year exams. Applications with video capacity for mobile devices turned 
out to be the most effective tools for distance support. The SLED education team also emailed additional 
support resources developed in response to challenges teachers reported they were facing.
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The rural broadband challenge

At the same time SLED took part in ongoing networking with TENET: The Tertiary Education And Research 
Network Of South Africa with regard to IT support to reach schools for live webcam support. This is an 
ongoing strategic growth area considering the challenges with broadband availability in rural South Africa.

Provincial Education Department South African Sign Language CAPS training 

On 3 and 4 August 2017 SLED conducted a two day SASL CAPS workshop in Durban for 31 SASL 
Intermediate and Senior phase SASL teachers from the schools in KZN. The KZN Department had been 
very pro-active in resourcing schools and supporting teachers. Teachers urgently needed the skills, and the 
departmental budget cycles could not accommodate the training. SLED donated the two days of training 
including meals.

From 22 to 26 January 2018 SLED trained a group of 19 SASL teachers and teaching assistants in 
Bloemfontein. Participants were from the two schools for the Deaf in the Freestate, namely Bartimea and 
Thiboloha. Training included ‘fishbowl’ lessons taught by SLED Deaf facilitators, and lessons on SASL 
literature and how to teach SASL CAPS. SLED also supported schools in analysing challenges, which 
included not having appropriate IT equipment in the schools to teach SASL. SLED donated three different 
types of SLED professional teaching cards to the schools for the appropriate grades.
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SLED 2018 Skills development and mentoring programme for Deaf  
SASL teachers and teaching assistants in schools for the Deaf

This exciting programme kicked off in February 2018. Preparation was underway for the accredited training 
of all 24 Deaf teachers and teaching assistants from the three schools, Sizwile, St Martin de Porres and 
Sive that took place later in 2018.

Read all about this training in the 2018-2019 SLED Annual Report!

SLED public involvement in SASL literature and literacy

McGregor 2017 Poetry Festival

SLED presented three events at the at the McGregor Poetry Festival in 2017.

In “Poems for the eye, from the Deaf heart” four of South Africa’s best known Deaf poets introduced and 
performed their poems. The poems included an assortment of narrative poems and figurative poems with 
extensive use of anthropomorphisms, neologisms, overt metaphors and cinematographic techniques. The 
poetry was well received by festival goers.

SLED also gave a workshop on ”Creating South African Sign Language Poetry” which introduced 
the audience deeper levels of understanding SASL poetry. The workshop was well attended and the 
participants were very engaged in the experience.

In the days preceding the Festival, the SASL Department of the School of Literature, Language and Media 
at the University of the Witwatersrand together with SLED offered a Haiku creation workshop to Deaf 
students from the Western Cape. Working with Deaf youth is always a highlight for SLED. Students from 
Nuwe Hoop School in Worcester were the main group of participants. The day was a journey of exploration 
for them, ending with the creation and recording of their own Haiku style poems.
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World Read Aloud Day (WRAD) 1 February 2018

SLED worked with Nal’ibali to include South African Sign Language in the Nal’ibali 2018 online stories for 
WRAD. Abram Moyaha from SLED developed a Deaf SASL version of the illustrated story The Final Minute 
by Zukiswa Wanner. You can watch it here: 

https://youtu.be/c1kjnkIN9_o

and read it in English here: https://live.fundza.mobi/home/library/fiction-childrens-stories/the-final-minute/

Thank you to our funders, donors and helpers

Thank you to our funders, donors, supporters and friends.

Without you our work towards the equal education of Deaf children and youth

would not be possible.

Major funders

Joy Global South Africa Foundation Trust (Funding for 2017-8 received in the previous financial year)
National Lottery Distribution Fund Trust
National Arts Council
Tshikululu Social Investments
Zestcor

Donors

Leonie Vorster
Anonymous

People and organisations for help, support, kindness and advice

Nal’ibali, Gail Bester, Steven van Zyl, Inyathelo, the South African Institute for Advancement, Tobias 
Schonwetter and everyone else who assisted in many different ways.

Management Board Members 2018-2019

Kobus Kellerman (Chairperson), Dirkie Ebersohn (Deputy Chairperson), Monica Mawoyo, Kevin Dunn, 
Sinobia Kenny (Treasurer) and Geoff Hoy.

SLED Audited Annual Financial Statements are available on request from  
The Director, SLED at info@sled.org.za.
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who have given their money and time 
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