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Introduction
The financial year March 2014 to February 2015 was an extra-ordinary year in the history of Deaf education in
South Africa. Everything undertaken by SLED is with the aim of working towards outstanding education for Deaf
children in South Africa, and the year brought great new opportunities as well as demanding new challenges to
our work.
SLED is sincerely grateful for all the support we receive, which makes it possible to accomplish the important
work we do.

Background to relevant education systems in
South Africa
ETDP SETA system
The national qualifications system in South Africa is divided into Sector Education Training Authorities (SETAs), of
which education falls under the Education Training and Development Practices Training Authority (ETDP SETA).
SLED is an accredited service provider with the ETDP SETA. Learning outcomes are registered as Unit Standards
(similar to modules) with the SETA.

SLED facilitators chatting to children at Bartimea School, Freestate, May 2014

The challenges ahead remain daunting. There is still much work and time needed before teachers in schools
for Deaf children will all be able to use SASL as the language of learning and teaching in their phase or
subject areas.

SLED offers two courses in SASL:
1. One comprising 2 Unit Standards which are accredited at NQF Level 4. The NQF 4 Unit Standards are:
115074 – Engage in short conversations with a Deaf person on a familiar topic using SASL (6 credits)
and 115079 – Perform everyday communicative tasks using SASL (4 credits).
2. One comprising 3 Unit Standards at NQF Level 5. The NQF 5 Unit Standards are: 115813 – Hold
conversations with Deaf individuals and groups of Deaf people on an unfamiliar topic using SASL (6
credits), 115814 – Paraphrase and summarise signed monologues on familiar topics using SASL (4
credits) and 115803 – Explain complex processes to Deaf individuals and groups of Deaf people, using
SASL (3 credits).

Department of Basic Education system
The formal South African school system is divided into the following phases:
A child starts Grade R (similar to Kindergarten) at the age of 5. Formal schooling ends at Grade 12 with a
National Senior Certificate or “matric”. The phases are:
Grades R, 1, 2, and 3

Foundation Phase

Grades 4, 5 and 6

Intermediate Phase

Grades 7, 8 and 9

Senior Phase, ending in a national examination for the General
Education and Training Certificate (GETC). Grade 7 is usually the last
year of Primary School, and Grade 8 the first year of High School

Grades 10 to 12

Further Education and Training Phase (FETC)

Changes in Deaf education leading up to 2015
The field of Deaf education has gone through major transitions since the Minister of Basic education received
the completed South African Sign Language (Home Language) curriculum in August 2013. This is the first time
in history that SASL is being offered as a school subject. The new subject was planned to be rolled out for
Foundation Phase (Grades R to 3) and Bridging Grade 9 by January 2015 in schools for Deaf children nationally.
It has been an exhilarating but also a frustrating time, as the hopes of Deaf learners and the Deaf community
have been raised, while preparation for implementation during 2014 was uneven across schools and Provinces.
Despite the ongoing challenges with implementation, the right of Deaf children to study SASL as their first
language has finally been recognised.
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In addition a new level of SASL knowledge
and skill is required for teachers responsible for
teaching the SASL subject. At present most
teachers teaching SASL as a subject have
not majored in SASL at University. Very
few first language SASL users are qualified
as teachers. Therefor improving teacher skills
will remain important in removing barriers to
equal educational outcomes. SLED exists to
develop teachers, Education Departments and
schools, to reach a level of skills and resources
that brings us ever closer to giving Deaf
children equal access to an equal standard of
education.
♦♦ SLED trains both teaching and other professional staff at all of these levels.
♦♦ SLEDS’s literature (DVD and print) for learning and teaching focusses on bridging between SASL and written
English, and is age appropriate and falls within the Foundation and Intermediate pha’ses.
♦♦ SLED’s literature (DVD and print) learning and teaching support materials for the SASL home language CAPS
curriculum will be for Grade R to 12. By end February 2015 filming and materials development on Term 1 and
2 For Foundation Phase and Grade 9 (bridging for learners who have not done SASL as a subject before) had
been completed, and work was starting on Term 3 and 4.
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SLED Activities

1 March 2014 to 28 February 2015
In order to meet SLED objectives, a range of organisational activities were undertaken to address the many
aspects needing attention in Deaf education.

Teacher training
SLED teacher training focusses in five primary areas:
♦♦ SASL skills for teachers of Deaf children to support use of SASL as the language of learning and teaching
(LANGUAGE OF LEARNING AND TEACHING) in the classroom
♦♦ SASL skills related to SASL Home Language curriculum
♦♦ Teacher training in SASL Home Language CAPS and use of learning and teaching support materials
♦♦ Training in teaching English written language to Deaf children whose first language is SASL

June 2014, at Thiboloha School in QwaQwa

♦♦ Formal SASL training for Deaf first language SASL users working as teaching assistants in schools for Deaf
children, since Deaf students never had the opportunity to study their own language in an academic sense at
school before

In the reporting year SLED focussed on SASL skills related to the following:
♦♦ SASL as the language of learning and teaching
♦♦ training and materials development related to the SASL Home Language subject in 2015

In February 2015 Cara Loening, Kirsty Maclons and Abram Moyaha visited the schools for Deaf students in
Gauteng (Sizwile, Hammanskraal Dominican, St Vincents, Transoranje and Filedelfia). The purpose was to
discuss the schools’ need for learning and teaching support materials and training during the SASL Home
Language roll out.

Teacher training Freestate
In 2014 intensive SASL training at NQF Level 4, as well as classroom based training, took place at the two big
Deaf schools in the Freestate (Thiboloha and Bartimea). Each school had two full weeks of workshops, Bartimea
in March and May, and Thiboloha in June. There were 39 hearing teachers trained at behest of the ETDP SETA,
and 11 Deaf teaching assistants were trained at 100% expense by SLED. This is part of our commitment to
empowering Deaf adults in the field of education, a benefit that impacts on the many Deaf children for whom
they are role models in language and in life.

Extracts from the participant review tasks – NQF 4 SASL training at a Freestate School 2014
Participants took the review tasks seriously, with many showing insight into the transformation of the teaching
situation once communication is happening in a full language, even at this basic level.
Brief Summary:
All participants found that the key grammatical areas of SASL – NMFs (non-manual features), sentence
structure, question structure, classifiers and the use of location made the biggest difference in their teaching.
82% prioritised each of these in five elements of language that made the biggest difference. This shows a
realistic range in terms of different teaching styles, and the different age groups and subjects being taught.
In the self-study there was a range of levels of awareness of application in the classroom. Some participants
were still struggling with articulating their understanding of the language as such, while others could explain
changes in the classroom well.
Changes in the classroom encompassed not only improved teaching and learning, but also improved
relationships between teachers and learners.
There is a general call for ongoing training in SASL, and for ongoing support in using SASL in the classroom.
Ideas include opportunities for further feedback, on-site support by a Deaf facilitator, structured opportunities
to practice with learners and colleagues, and further training and contact with SLED.

March 2014 at Bartimea School in Taba’Nchu

Subject teachers, mathematics teachers in particular, are asking for subject language and vocabulary. There
is also an expressed need by some for finger-spelling, which is generally an indicator that the person has not
yet mastered enough grammatical and vocabulary skills to use the language without reference to a spoken
language. (In SLED training both of these – increased SASL skills and increased finger spelling skills are
addressed at SLED’s NQF 5 course).
“If it was not for the SLED training, we would still be telling ourselves we know how to sign correctly”.
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♦♦ SLED continued to consult with other organisations with regard to the need for establishing an occupation
related SASL qualification in South Africa. SLED team members researched the need and options within the
new structures of the QCTO (Quality Council for Trades and Occupations) for such a qualification. This would
primarily be aimed at first language SASL users to obtain a qualification in SASL, a possibility which they were
denied in the schooling system which did not teach SASL as a subject. The first Deaf school leavers with SASL
as a subject will only matriculate in 2018, and there is a need for a qualification to grant Deaf adults access to
SASL studies at tertiary level.
♦♦ In April 2014 the television programme KYKNET interviewed Kirsty Maclons with regard to Deaf education.
♦♦ In July 2014 Cara Loening gave a talk on SLED at the Union of Jewish women.
♦♦ Cara Loening maintained contact with the Inyathelo – The South African Institute for Advancement, where we
have strengthened our understanding of the partnership nature of working with donors.

Advocacy and creating broader awareness and
practical skills
♦♦ SLED continued to be active in the Right to Education for Children with Disabilities network of civil society
organisations co-ordinated by the Community Law Centre at UWC.
♦♦ Advocacy between 1 March 2014 and 28 February 2015 also included
• SA Human Rights Commission consultation on the Right to Education for Children with Disabilities (June
2014),
• ETDP SETA workshop on Unemployed Youth with Disabilities (October 2014) and the
• Western Cape Department of Culture and Sport seminar on South African Sign Language (November 2014).

Kyknet filming Kirsty Maclons on SLED’s premises on April 2014

Materials development
New developments in filming SASL texts in different genres.
SLED filmed new materials, and additional newly trained Deaf staff were employed in a temporary capacity.
Genres included Panel discussion, debates, Deaf culture, autobiographical narratives, etc.
Cape Town November 2014 – Seminar on SASL

♦♦ Adequate arrangements for SASL interpreters remain a challenge in many advocacy forums. SLED continues
to be visible as a Deaf organisation, and advocates for appropriate levels of interpreting. SLED networks and
co-operates with other organisations in the field of SASL and Deaf education with regard to advocacy and best
practice, including the Education specialists within the national umbrella body DEAFSA ( Deaf Federation of
South Africa).
♦♦ SLED Deaf poets participated in public Poetry events where different South African Languages were
represented. (See below under Culture)
♦♦ Following on previous training, a further three sessions of SASL and Deaf sensitivity training for hearing
employees at Woolworths Financial Services, Cape Town, were held to assist with communicating with Deaf
colleagues (August and September 2014)
♦♦ SLED SASL experts met with the National Department of Education, ETDP SETA, and other education
departments in the course of the year to advise and support with regard to appropriate teacher training, around
the new SASL “CAPS” curriculum, as well as about learning and teaching support material development.
6
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Adapting course materials for teacher training, and developing
new courses
On conclusion of each SASL workshop or course, the SLED team assessed its performance based on
participants’ assessments and their own evaluation. This information feeds back into improving teaching,
adapting and improving course materials. In 2014 the team continued focussing adapting materials based on
the needs of teachers of Deaf children, and also adapted the NQF 5 public course in September 2015 so that it
would be more suitable for teachers.
In July and August two SLED team members wrote four new courses intended for teacher training. Course
material includes learner manuals, facilitator manuals, SASL DVDs for learners, facilitator videos in SASL and
additional course reading materials. One course focusses on Deaf culture and awareness at NQF level 4 (Unit
Standard 115073), and three courses focus on SASL at NQF 4 (Unit Standard 115078 on SASL fingerspelling
and 115076 on delivering monologues) and NQF 5 (Unit Standard 115799 on doing presentations). Editing of
video material, filmed in late 2013, was complemented with further filming and editing for these courses in 2014.
The new courses were submitted the ETDP SETA for accreditation.
SLED Sign Language Education and Development Annual Report 1 March 2014 to 28 February 2015
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Learning and teaching support materials for the SASL CAPS
For many years, SLED has been collecting, sourcing and developing materials with the goal to create teaching
tools and resources to equip teachers with resources they need to make a significant impact on the life of a
Deaf learner.
In July-August and again in October 2014, after intensive research and preparation, the first filming was done for
the new learning and teaching support materials (LTSMs) for the SASL Home Language CAPS to be ready for
roll out in 2015. Each film shoot is followed by an intensive period of editing.
Deaf children need a good understanding of their first language, SASL, in order to do well in bridging to written
English. The introduction of SASL Home Language as a subject therefore also has an important impact on the
development of Deaf learners’ capacity to acquire and do well in their first written language. The focus of SLED’s
education work shifted in response to the urgent need for learning and teaching support materials for the
new subject. There is a complete dearth of materials for teaching SASL as a home language. SLED rose to the
challenge to produce quality materials.
SLED originated an exciting and comprehensive kit and training programme, the SASL CAPS KIT – SLED©. These
semester based KITS for Foundation Phase and Grade 9, provide teachers with the support and tools to acquire
stronger insight into teaching South African Sign Language CAPS.
The SASL CAPS KIT – SLED© resources have been carefully developed to address the unique needs of each of
the grades:
♦♦ For Grade R, the resources empower the teacher to be a mediator, making the most of learning through childcentred and play-based activities. The focus on spontaneous learning is enhanced with creatively designed
material for the teacher to ensure that all learners achieve the outcomes set out in the Grade R SASL CAPS.
♦♦ Grade 1 is the real foundation for the Deaf learner with SASL being understood in a more structured way.
Through simple, beautifully illustrated signed stories, games, puzzles (and other material), learners begin to
understand their own identity and unique language. SLED’s SASL CAPS Kit contains all the tools that the
teacher will need to teach terms 1 and 2 SASL CAPS.
♦♦ Grade 2 continues this growth of awareness with the learner developing a phonological awareness and the
creation of published stories and poems using SASL. As the focus is more on recording created works all of
the SLED materials will help the Deaf Grade 2 learner to become a skilled creator of SASL stories and poems
whilst accomplishing Grade 2 SASL CAPS.
♦♦ Grade 3 begins to consolidate the SASL CAPS learning of the earlier grade years. Analysis and deeper
understanding is made possible through more developed materials. Learners are encouraged to develop
further skills of creating SASL non-fiction, fiction and poetry.
♦♦ For Grade 9 learners who have not studied SASL CAPS before, SLED has approached the learning in a
thematic way – ‘Life’ in Term 1 and ‘Being Deaf’ in Term 2 – by using techniques like brainstorming and creative
expression through SASL poetry and SASL literature – non-fiction and fiction. Through inspired materials the
Deaf Grade 9 learner will analyse and compare signs using the SASL parameters.

Filming in October 2014

The SASL CAPS KIT – SLED© provides teachers with the resources and materials that they need to create
meaningful lessons for their classes.

Eleven existing (“classic”) longer children’s stories in SASL on DVD were also integrated with the Foundation
Phase KITS. These were built on these texts including cross-curriculum integration.

A total of 60 new films for the Grades R, 1, 2, 3 and 9 (bridging) curriculum (first two terms) was produced and
approved by the Department of Basic Education’s screening team in time for the roll out in 2015. SASL genres
included action rhymes, advertisements, biographical texts, shorter and longer children’s stories and other
narratives and dramas. Furthermore, other modes were included, such as conversations, grammar exposition,
essays, instructions, poems, a folktale, an interview, new reports, a social media message, group add-on stories
(these are fun!) and jokes.

There is an introductory teaching guide to each semester KIT. A total of 5 guides were produced in the reporting
period. Other learning and teaching support materials (LTSMs) in the KITS include Big Books, illustrated books
without text to accompany DVDs (two existing and one brand new), A5 colour story cards to accompany
DVDs (6 sets), A6 story sequences cards (3 sets), 10 posters, 4 puzzles, 8 A4 reference cards, 12 language
learning card games, an attractive game board set (A1 size for group work), and an A5 colour experiment card
sequence. In total 138 different LTSMs were developed in the reporting period for the first two terms of 2015!
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Last, but not least, the Grade 1, 2 and 2 KITS include a set of 4 big persona cloth dolls. The dolls match the
four main characters in SLED’s longer SASL narratives. A range of activities are done with the dolls.

SLED artist Abram Moyaha completed a new
book “Soccer”. As from June he started intensive
work on a range of education projects including
artwork for the educational DVDs, sets of
posters, SASL grammar game cards and a fun
educational gameboard.
By October 2015 these KITS had been provided
to 30 different schools across South Africa,
reaching approximately 1500 Deaf children.

Abram with his exhibition of the original artwork for the book
“Soccer” at the SLED AGM in 2014
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AGM 23 October 2014
In addition to the business of the day at the SLED AGM in October 2014, those present experienced a live
performance of some of the SASL poetry which had been developed for the SASL curriculum roll out in 2015.
Poems varied from the simple light-hearted three-in-row story poem where the poets encounter My Dog, to the
profoundly moving In praise of Sara Baartman.

Administration, stock control and despatch capacity
At the start of 2015 the SLED team went all-out to supply the new SLED SASL CAPS KITS to the first ordered by
schools and provinces around the country. Team members developed and implemented new printing, order and
stock control systems. Expanded expertise was gained in postage and courier services.
SLED is grateful to all the printing and courier companies who assisted us in providing a quick turn-around time.
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SASL public classes, NQF levels 4 and 5

♦♦ In February and March a group of design and art teachers from Battswood College in Cape Town took part in a
series of SASL workshops with a focus on the specific needs of art and design teachers.

In 2014 (February to August) there were NQF 4 public SASL courses in Johannesburg and Cape Town (a total of
25 students) as well as NQF 5 training in Cape Town (8 students). The students were from many spheres of life.
These including local and provincial government staff, teachers who are working with inclusion in the classroom,
as well as aspiring interpreters and parents of Deaf children.

Battswood art teachers group 7 March 2014

♦♦ The ETDP SETA accredited SASL training requires a great deal of administrative work in addition to the direct
teaching. This includes including assessing learners’ SASL films, moderation, feedback and verification with
the ETDP SETA. In 2014 SLED trained and certified 75 students on ETDP SETA accredited SASL Unit Standard
training.

Cape Town public NQF 4 class in 2014

Empowerment, enabling
and mentoring the
Deaf community
♦♦ One Deaf trainee (on the left) from an earlier project was
employed in a full time permanent post during 2014.
♦♦ Other Deaf students from the same training also
obtained posts in schools related to the roll out of SASL
as a subject in early 2015.
♦♦ One Deaf Grade 8 student from a local school attended
weekly support classes with SLED facilitators from April
to November 2014. SLED organised transport between school and SLED, and SLED and home to ensure his
safety and maximum energy devoted to school work. This student became motivated to do well regardless of
circumstances. It also provided a qualitative observation opportunity to the experience and needs of a learner
in the current Deaf education system.

Staff
♦♦ As an organisation the career development of SLED employees is a priority for SLED employees. In 2014 three
Deaf staff members were able to access training in the Assessor Unit Standard with help of the ETDP SETA
Pivotal Skills Fund. This included extensive support and bridging by the SASL teaching experts at SLED.
Training was done through the College of Cape Town, and it was a mutually beneficial experience. While SLED
trainees received a thorough training, and their lecturers gained extensive experience of Deaf culture, language
and educational needs. Classes took place in February and March, and practical work on portfolios until June.
All three candidates were found competent, and have received their ETDP SETA statements of results.
♦♦ Since three new assessors were being formally trained during this period, Deaf staff members worked hard
to improve the level and their independence in assessing and the quality of feedback during formative and
summative assessments.
♦♦ Workplace specific English support was ongoing in report writing, workshop preparation and especially
assessments which had to be clearly understandable for first language English speakers. Staff training included
training in artistic and technical aspects of the development of learning and teaching support materials.
Graduation day – January 2015
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Deaf culture and heritage
♦♦ The research for the film project entitled “The
Forgotten People” had included recording, and
collating footage in 2013. The Deaf community
in Soweto represents a collective memory
that is interesting from historical, cultural and
linguistic points of view. Participants were in
the 65+ year old group, and had attended
different schools for the Deaf in various parts
of South Africa. This project is ongoing. The
research contributed to the work done on
filming for learning and teaching support
materials in the course of 2014. SLED is still
seeking further support to expand this film
project into a full signed history

Orlando West, Soweto

SLED Assessor Trainees in class at the College of Cape Town

♦♦ Modiegi Njeyiyana (née Moime) succeeded in her application for a part-RPL (Recognition of Prior Learning)
degree option in SASL linguistics through WITS University. SLED funded her studies and provided support and
time. This is part of SLED’s broader approach to ensure that Deaf educators gain formal qualifications. In turn
she is uses her new skills in her work and the Deaf community in her own narrative and poetic work. She was
successful in her first year of study, and has continued in 2015. Her subjects include Sign Language Poetry,
Linguistics and Sociolinguistics.
♦♦ At the end of March 2014 – Ayanda Ntukwana moved from our Cape Town to our Johannesburg office – a loss
for Cape Town and gain for Gauteng.

Soweto Deaf Extracts from Abrams films

♦♦ 2014 was a year of new energy in SASL poetry in the country, and SLED poets (established and new) were
involved in a range of local and national events. Intensive in-house support (technical, linguistic, academic)
meant that barriers could easily be dealt with and skills increased. SLED staff members attended the
International Sign Languages Poetry Workshop Signing Hands Across The Water
♦♦ at WITS in April 2014. Live recordings of some of SLED’s poets can be seen at these links: Abram:
http://deafafrica.com/videos/159, Modiegi http://deafafrica.com/videos/160, Ayanda http://deafafrica.com/videos/162
♦♦ The Poetry Workshop was the springboard for several new poems. These were developed and refined by SLED

staff in the following months, including the poem ‘In praise of Sara Baartman’ and the protest poem ‘Rain,
Rain, Rain’.

Ayanda looking North towards Johannesburg!

♦♦ Some of these poems were
performed live by their
authors at multi-lingual events
where SASL had not been
given a space before, e.g.
the Open Book Festival and
Poetica: Rainbow Tongues,
in September at the Fugard
Theatre. Audiences were
deeply touched by the poems.

On 1 April 2014 Leigh McDonald started at the SLED offices Cape Town as the new PA to the Director. Her
enthusiasm, competence and energy to overcome any barriers adds to the positive and productive office
atmosphere.
In September and October Kirsty Maclons trained SLED facilitators in the CAPS curriculum system and in
particular the SASL HOME LANGUAGE CAPS.
In 2014 the bar was raised for expectations of SLED facilitators’ work, especially with regard to independent
detailed preparation and self-critical review of teaching skills. On the whole staff members rose to the challenge.
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♦♦ In June 2014 the Deaf Scottish sailor Dr Gerry Hughes,
circumnavigating the world, was in Cape Town – Kirsty
Maclons went to chat with him. later in 2015 he made
himself available for an international skype interview for
SLED’s learning materials.

Staff development and the employment of a new staff member trained by SLED meant that the SLED team
were ready for the challenge of developing a large quantity of new learning and teaching support materials in a
short space of time. The final products are professional and comparable with the best text books and literature
available in spoken languages.

♦♦ Jenny Lu, a Deaf researcher from the USA, visited SLED
on her around-the-word trip in 2014. She made herself
available for a SASL-ASL film interview.

In terms of arts and culture, SLED’s poet-pioneers were on the international sign language stage. The unique
life experiences of South African Deaf poets opened a new understanding of our African experience to Deaf
audiences. In addition our poets shared the stage with South African poets for the first time. Hearing audiences
were impressed by poems in a language many had never encountered in person. These are important steps
forward for genuine inclusion and acceptance.

While advocacy is slow work and the impact indirect, we can look back over the period and see the value of this
work. When SLED started in 2001, it would have seemed to many people in the education sector that the idea
of SASL as a home language subject from Grade R to Grade 12 for Deaf learners was destined to remain just a
dream. Yet 14 years later it is a reality, and Deaf children entering school already face a brighter future.

Impact of SLED’s projects – summary
SLED is very grateful to all our supporters. SLED’s training and learning and teaching support materials will
continue to benefit the new generation of Deaf children making their way through school now. In total there are
about 8000 Deaf children in 40 or so schools according to Department of Basic Education figures, and, looking
at the 2011 census figures, there were a few thousand more children reported to “not be able to use their
hearing at all” of compulsory school going age who are currently not accessing formal education.

Thank you to all our supporters
funders, donors, members and volunteers
A special thank you to the following funders:
National Lottery Trust Distribution Fund
National Arts Council
F Broeze

Freestate – May 2014

The eleven Deaf teaching assistants in the Freestate Schools were ready to play a role in their schools’
language community, which makes a substantial difference to learners who would otherwise have access to
their own language only from people who have learnt the language later in life. The 39 hearing teachers and
11 Deaf assistants have equal training in SASL. Thus there is more common ground for discussion about the
language in the classroom, which impacts on the learners. They join the larger cohort trained in the previous
reporting period.
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SLED has, this year and
since its inception, been
particularly grateful to
our friends, family and
anonymous donors who
have donated their money
and time with such
generosity and kindness.

Conclusion
All of the unique individuals who
make up the SLED team, both
Deaf and hearing, are outstanding
people whose passion for the Deaf
child to succeed in education,
guides them and the organisation
to exceptional successes.

If you would like to support
SLED in this way our
banking details are:
SLED
Standard Bank
Branch # 004305
Account # 402103238

